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Message Text 


TAGS:BEXP, TS 

SUBJECT:PRODUCT OPPORTUNITY-MATCHSTICK TENDER 


REF: 1 1/25/77 TRANSMITTAL USDOC TO EMBASSY, 76 STATE 
292632 


1 . ON 1 1/25/77 USDOC SENT UNDER COVER OF TRANSMITTAL FORM 
A LETTER AND SEALED BID FROM DIAMOND INTERNATIONAL CORP 
(DIC) FOR FORWARDING TO MR. A. ZORGATI, GENERAL MANAGER, 
REGIE NATIONAL DES TABACS ET DES ALLUMETTES, MINISTRY OF 
FINANCE, TUNISIAN REPUBLIC, TO ASSURE GOT RECEIPT OF THE 
DOCUMENTS. ACCORDING TO DIC, THE ORDER FOR MATCHSTICKS 
IS WORTH AN ESTIMATED ONE MILLION DOLLARS. 


2. R. L. WAGNER, DIRECTOR OF INTERNATIONAL OPERATIONS, 

DIC, ADVISES STRATEGIC/INDUSTRIAL PRODUCT SALES GROUP, 
USDOC, THAT GOT FOR THIRD YEAR HAS NOT COMMUNICATED WITH 
DIC REGARDING ITS BIDS. HE HAS INQUIRED IF THE EMBASSY 
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COULD LEARN THE OUTCOME OF THE BIDDING AND, AS THE 
EMBASSY HAS MANAGED IN THE PAST, TO ASCERTAIN POSSIBLE 
REASONS DIC'S BID FAILED. AS YOU KNOW, DIC HAS MADE 
NUMEROUS ADJUSTMENTS IN ITS PROPOSALS IN THE PAST TWO 
YEARS TO MATCH TUNISIAN PREFERENCES. SIPS/USDOC WITH 


WHICH DIC HAS WORKED IN ITS BID EFFORTS WOULD APPRECIATE 
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EMBASSY'S VIEWS ON THIS MATTER, PARTICULARLY REGARDING 
FAVORABLE PROSPECTS, IF ANY, FOR DIC CONTINUED ACTION 
REGARDING THE ANNUAL TUNISIAN MATCHSTICK TENDER. VANCE 
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